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errors which they had renounced, or to embrace, in
intellectual anarchism, any analogous errors in their
ethical development. But within those limits, which
must have been clear to you from the earlier part of
this lecture, there was perfect freedom from dogma,
perfect liberty of thought.

But I am not concerned to defend the accuracy,
or the completeness, or the adequacy of the solution
put forward by Gotama of the problem of practical
ethics. It is true that in my humble opinion no
historian can be an adequate historian without
sympathy, and indeed I confess I should not have
devoted my life to the study of Buddhism, had I
not felt the intrinsic worth of much that Gotama
laid down. And it is at least interesting to remem-
ber that Gotama was the only man of our own race,
the only Aryan, who can rank as the founder of a
great religion. Not only so, but the whole intellec-
tual and religious development of which Buddhism
is the final outcome was distinctively Aryan, and
Buddhism is the one essentially Aryan faith.

But we do not need to go back 2500 years to seek
for truth. We have to fight out the problem of
ethics for ourselves and for our own times. The
point I stand here to submit to your consideration,
is that the study of ethics, and especially the study
of ethical theory in the West, has hitherto resulted